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Hi!

I’am Arifah Hidayati from Malang, East Java Province. For the past 4,5 years, I live in

Sleman, Special Region of Yogyakarta to study in the Faculty of Forestry Universitas

Gadjah Mada (UGM). I defended my thesis last December and officially got my

bachelor's degree in forestry in February 2021.

During my college days in the Department of Silviculture, I was interested in

agroforestry and its social aspects, including gender issues. I mostly devote my time

to the Internasional Forestry Students' Association Local Committee UGM. Though

keeping myself busy with both academic and non-academic projects, I've developed

an interest in forest governance and international forestry cooperation.

This internship was conducted for three months, from February - April 2021. The

goals of this internship program are to provide opportunities for students to learn

about Korea-Indonesia forestry cooperation and Korean culture, as well as to share

information and experiences with the Korean intern. Furthermore, the program would

broaden the students' experience beyond the class and lectures.
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Media Coverage & Social
Media Updates

1 .

 Media exposure is one of many

important things that will add

support to KIFC’s existence within

the community. Media coverage in

the daily newspapers, weekly

magazines, or even online news

portals, could enhance the public

awareness of KIFC’s role in

facilitating the forestry cooperation

between Korea and Indonesia. 

The interns are responsible for

compiling and uploading media

coverage to the KIFC website. Other

than that, we also helped the

Program Officer in making the

content for social media posts.

Keeping ourselves updated with the current trend

of forestry and other environmental issues is very

important. Almost every morning Mr. Lee will give

me the newest edition of the Jakarta post and I

have to scrap some important news regarding

environmental issues. Within 3 months, I’ve

summarized more than 40 news articles, ranging

from deforestation and palm oil to cross-

boundaries issues such as climate finance and

renewable energy.
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2.  Newspaper cl ipping



Every Monday, KIFC team holds

an internal meeting]. It was quite

hard for me to make minutes of

the meeting when I first joined

this center since there were a lot

of details that I didn’t understand

(abbreviations, name of partners,

institutions, etc.). But with

assistance from the other

members, I could eventually

manage to make a comprehensive

summary for each meeting.

This presentation was made to

give a brief view on the concept

of Environment, Social, and

Governance (ESG) and how is it

linked to the biomass industry in

Indonesia.
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3.  Minutes of  Meeting

4.  Presentations

a. ESG and Biomass

KIFC is currently working on the

establishment of Peace Forest

with IPB University. This program

aims to introduce the Peace

Forest Initiative to Korean and

Indonesian forestry students.

b. Korea-Indonesia Student
Exchange Program



Field Visit:
Lampung Province

On March 2nd – 5th, the KIFC team consists of

Mr. Lee, Mr. Danu, Pandu, Isfan, and I visited

Lampung Province. We went there by car and

ferry, so it took about 8 hours. It was a joint visit

between KIFC and the Directorate of the

Protected Forest Management Unit (KPHL). In

this visit, we mainly focused on the social

forestry implementation and also mangrove

restoration in Lampung Province.

On our 2nd day, we visited Way Seputih-

Sekampung Watershed Management Office

(BPDASHL WSS), Petakawan Community

Mangrove Forest in Pematang Pasir Village, and

Gunung Balak Protected Forest Management

Unit. On the next day, we went to Batutegi

Protected Forest Management Unit, and later

on that evening, we had dinner together in Pak

Idi’s house (Head of BPDASHL WSS). The social

forestry program in Lampung has many

positive impacts on local communities while

maintaining the ecological function of the

forest, especially in terms of peaceful life and

economic welfare.  

Through our discussions with the farmer

groups and local government institutions, we

could summarize that currently the social

foresty in Lampung focuses on fostering local

communities to establish and develop

business groups through KUPS (Kelompok

Usaha Perhutanan Sosial / social forestry

business groups) scheme. Other than coffee,

the popular commodities planted by the

locals are avocado, durian, petai, jengkol, and

other multipurpose tree species (MPTS).

"Currently, the social foresty in

Lampung focuses on fostering

local communities to establish and

develop business groups through

KUPS (Kelompok Usaha

Perhutanan Sosial / social forestry

business groups) scheme".
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D'Ratu Beehives
Beehives owned by the forest farmer group are
expected to be harvested for the first time in 2021

KIFC Meet the Community
In the middle of discussion with the farmers



On  March  31st,  I  got  the  chance  to

participate  in  the  Courtesy  Visit  to

Regent  of  Bogor  Office.  Together  with

Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Sugeng,  I  met  Mrs.  Ade

Yasin  as  the  current  Regent  of  Bogor.

Bogor  is  an  important  city  because  it’s

close  to  Jakarta  as  the  Capital  of

Indonesia  and  it  has  so  many  tourist

attractions.  This  visit  was  conducted  to

discuss  the  possibility  of  a  new

cooperation  form  between  KIFC  and

Perum  Perhutani  regarding  Sentul  Eco

Edu  Tourism  Forest  (SEETF) .  

I  was  so  excited  to  meet  such  a  high-

ranked  government  official  and  even

witness  the  whole  discussion  between

KIFC  and  the  Regent  of  Bogor.  Another

discussed  issue  was  the  development

of  Pondok  Rajeg  (ex-landfill  area) which

involved  Sudokwon  Landfill  Site

Management  Corporation  from  Korea

and  the  Government  of  Bogor  Regency.

Courtesy Visit:
Regent of Bogor
Office
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Green Partnership, Green Future
Mrs. Ade Yasin, the Regent of Bogor reading

KIFC's newest booklet



Event:
Photo Contest for Youth &
Millennials

In commemorating the International Day of Forests 2021, KIFC together with Korea Forest

Service and the MoEF held a photo contest targetting the youth and millennials generation

titled “Nature’s Masterpiece: Forests Amidst Pandemic”. In less than a month, there were

more than 400 submitted photos. I was directly involved in this project, supporting Pandu

as the Program Officer by sorting the submissions, updating KIFC’s Instagram account, and

communicating with the winners after the final announcement.

With the theme “Nature’s Masterpiece: Forest Amidst the

Pandemic”, we’d like to encourage the public to submit their

best documentation that conveys the beauty of natural

landscape especially the forests in Indonesia.

"Nature's Masterpiece: Forests Amidst the Pandemic"
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"Floating time!"
The winner of the photo

contest from "Youth" category

Online meeting with the Judge Team
It was quite hard to choose the winners!



On March 24th, KIFC held an opening

ceremony for the new office of the Peatland

Restoration Project in Jambi. The new office is

located in Telanaipura, Jambi City. Located in

the border of Muaro Jambi and Tanjung

Jabung Timur District, the project will

contribute to the sustainable restoration of

peat ecosystems, improving the community

livelihoods in the villages around the project

site.

The project was based on MoU between

Indonesia and Korea and planned to be

implemented through 2019-2022 which

incorporates several activities, including the

establishment of canal blocking, revegetation,

revitalization of 10 villages, and also a mini

education center.

I was assigned as the MC for this event and

actually, this was my very first time being an

MC for a government-related event! Thanks to

KIFC team members, the event went smoothly.

Event:
Inauguration of
Jambi Project
Office
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Charging our energy
Enjoying Jambi's local delicacy before

continuing our work 

Inauguration Ceremony
Mr. Lee giving his opening remarks on behalf of

KIFC

"It's a wrap!"
KIFC Family after the ceremony



Inauguration ceremony for the Millennials and K-Forest Hall

Sentul Eco Edu Tourism Forest (SEETF) is one of

the green partnerships between Korea-Indonesia

Forest Center and Perum Perhutani. Since its

establishment in 2013, SEETF has delivered so

many ecological and social functions to the

surrounding communities. With various facilities

and infrastructures, it is a very good place to

hold family gatherings, school trips, camping, or

even a simple staycation to escape the hustle-

bustle of city life for a while.

This inauguration ceremony was held on 6th

April for the new open halls, namely the

Millennials Hall and K-Forest Hall. These two

halls act as supporting facilities of the camping

ground and are expected to attract more visitors

in SEETF.

SENTUL ECO EDU
TOURISM FOREST
(SEETF)

SEETF is located in
Karang Tengah Village,
Babakan Madang Sub-
district, Bogor Regency
with a total area of 630
hectares. 
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Event:
Inauguration of New Open Halls

in Sentul Eco Edu Tourism
Forest



Event:

Desk Analysis
Meeting

Rewetting by building canal blocks

Revegetation

Development of Community Independence in

10 villages around HLG Londerang

Londerang Peat Protected Forest (Hutan Lindung

Gambut Londerang) is an area in Jambi Province

that is part of the Mendahara-Batanghari Peatland

Hydrological Unit (Kesatuan Hutan Gambut). HLG

Londerang is a 12,484-hectare peatland located

between the Tanjung Jabung Timur and Muaro

Jambi regency.

There are 3 kinds of activities that will be

conducted within this project:

1.

2.

3.

Restoration of Burnt Peatland in Jambi
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Restoration of Burnt Peatland in Jambi Province is

the newest cooperation project between Korea

and Indonesia. The MoU was signed in 2020 and

this year we’ll start to implement the project! This

desk analysis meeting was held by KIFC and co-

hosted by the Directorate of Peatland Degradation

Control (Direktorat PKG) to further discuss the

technical aspects in the project’s Term of

References (ToR), Annual Work Plan (AWP), and

other related issues. During this occasion, I was

supporting Mr. Kim as the Project Manager and

Mr. Bima as the Project Officer by taking the

minutes and documentation of the meeting.



She explained the history of Manggala

Wanabakti, introduced us to key figures

of forestry in Indonesia including the

late Mr. Soedjarwo as the first Minister

of Forestry under Mr. Soeharto's

presidency. Mr. Soedjarwo's private

collections make up the majority of the

museum's holdings. We also learned

about the 8th World Forestry Congress

that was held in Jakarta. At that time,

delegates from each participating

nation planted a tree in the area that is

now known as Arboretum Ir. Lukito

Daryadi, M.Sc. at the time.

Aside from office buildings, Manggala

Wanabakti also has several kinds of

facilities including the Forestry Museum

Ir. Djamaludin Suryohadikusumo. This is

the only forestry-themed museum in

Indonesia. With more than 800

collections ranging from wood fossils,

ancient timber harvesting tools,

wooden weapons, statues and totems,

various forest products, and even

national park dioramas, this museum is

a must-go place when we're in Jakarta.

I got the chance to visit this museum on

April 26th along with Isfan, Hoon, and

Pandu. We're accompanied by Ms. Yuli

as the guide.
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Courtesy Visit:

Forestry Museum
Ir. Djamaludin Suryohadikusumo



On February 19th, I got to

visit Sentul Eco Edu

Tourism Forest for the first

time to learn about how to

fly a drone. I and Isfan

were supervised by

Pandu, and he taught us

the basics of how to

control a DJI Mavic Air 2

drone.

This internship truly offers

a complete package of

soft skills and hard skills

training!
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"Let's take a break for a while!"

The 'youth' waiting for Mas Bima,  the Squad

Leader,  to have a lunch break together

"Welcome to our distinguished
guests.."

My first time hosting a big
event in SEETF

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

"You should check the battery beforehand.."

Pandu explained the details on how to fly the DJI Mavic 2 drone



Photo gallery
S T U D E N T  I N T E R N S H I P  P R O G R A M  2 0 2 1

Siger Tower, Lampung

The ocean view from Siger Tower, Lampung

Mangrove of Petakawan, Ketapang

Angke Mangrove Tourism Park, North Jakarta



WEEKEND GETAWAY!

We decided to visit Angke Mangrove Tourism Park, North Jakarta on

April 9th. It was my first time visiting this place, just like Hoon and Wani.

We spent almost 3 hours strolling along the wooden track, enjoying the

fresh air, going up the monitoring tower, and even visiting the deer cage.

S H O R T  T R I P  A R O U N D  J A K A R T A

"Arifah, yesterday I heard very loud music at 4 AM and I realized I heard the
exact same thing more than 3 times! Is it common for Indonesian to listen
to music so loudly? And why is it always this one 'music'?"

That was Hoon's question a day after he arrived at our center. It took me

a while to figure out that the 'music' was actually azan, the Muslim prayer

call. Being a Muslim for more than 20 years doesn't make it easier for me

to introduce the culture which plays a big part in the Indonesian

community. Since then, every time we gather to have a lunch break at

the office or when we hang out on the weekend we would talk mostly

about Indonesian culture and Hoon will teach us Korean culture in

return. This internship is just the perfect way to facilitate cultural

exchange between Indonesian and Korean students.

Posing with big mangrove trees

in Angke Mangrove Tourism

Park

---

From my previous trip to

mangrove forests in many

places, the trees in this tourism

park were by far the biggest and

tallest.

On April 23rd, I had iftar

dinner together with Isfan,

Pandu, Mas Bima, Mbak

Syifa, and Hoon. We had

Nasi Uduk and various

kind of takjil including egg

martabak, cireng, and

other traditional snacks.

We're so relieved every

time Hoon finishes his

meal, and we always think

about what kind of

Indonesian food he should

try next?

IFTAR TIME!
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Exactly  12  years  ago  when  I  was  st i l l  in

elementary  school ,  I  remember  every

Thursday  I  wil l  be  busy  reading  ‘Bobo ’ ,

a  weekly  kids  magazine.  I t  once  covered

a  story  about  the  UNFCCC  COP  13  that

was  held  in  Bal i  and  suddenly  this

thought  just  popped  in  my  head  “ I ' l l  be

there  someday!” .  As  a  kid,  the  idea  of

part ic ipat ing  in  a  meeting  with  country

leaders  to  talk  about  the  solut ion  to

save  our  Earth  was  very  cool .

At  that  t ime,  I  don ’ t  even  understand

what  cl imate  change  or  Bal i  Roadmap  is .

But  while  I  studied  forestry  and  this

subject  was  discussed  in  lectures,  i t

awakens  the  9 -year -old  gir l  inside  me.

From  that  moment  on,  I  knew  that  I  want

to  do  something  (or  anything )  to

preserve  the  forests  by  focusing  on

forest  governance,  internat ional  forestry

cooperat ion,  and  i ts  pol icy  aspect .

While  we  al l  know  that  i t  is  nearly

impossible  for  a  recent  graduate  l ike  me

to  get  direct ly  involved  in  internat ional

cooperat ion  processes,  I  bel ieve  there

must  be  some  places  where  I  can  get  a

l i t t le  taste  of  how  i t  is  done.  That 's  when

I  learned  about  the  Korea - Indonesia

Forest  Center 's  (KIFC )  Student

Internship  Program.

This  was  my  second  attempt  to  enter

the  internship  program  at  KIFC.  I

appl ied  for  i t  in  2020,  when  I  was

already  working  on  my  undergraduate

thesis ,  but  I  was  turned  down.  So,  as

soon  as  I  read  the  email  that  says,  "We

are  glad  to  inform  you  that  your

appl icat ion  has  been  accepted  by  our

organizat ion. . ." ,  I  let  out  a  joyful  yel l .

During  my  3  months  internship,  I  got

more  than  I  expected.  KIFC  took  the

‘youth  and  mil lennials  generat ion ’

ser iously  in  the  operat ions  of  the

center .  Contrary  to  popular  bel ief ,

interns  are  ful ly  integrated  into  the

center 's  act iv i t ies ,  rather  than  being

assigned  tasks  such  as  preparing

morning  coffee  or  operat ing  the  copy

machine.

We  may  openly  express  our  views

during  meetings  and  share  our  ideas  or

concerns  with  the  team  members.  I  wil l

strongly  advise  any  f inal  year  students

or  recent  graduates  to  apply  for  this

internship  program  because  the

working  environment  at  KIFC  is

diverse,  pro -growth,  and  upbeat .  This

internship  program  wil l  also  be  a  huge

help  to  recent  graduates  as  they  begin

to  shape  their  careers .

REFLECTION ON
THE PROGRAM
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KIFC Team 2021

Meet the dedicated team members of our center!

I wanted to thank all of you for being a wonderful teammate, mentor, and
support network. Thank you for all the lessons, I've really enjoyed this

experience and I can't wait to take it with me to my next role!


